ROCKERS:
Moms’ time
in spotlight
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and meets weekly for instruc-
tion and rehearsals. The pro-
gram culminates in a live per-
formanee at Synargy Enlertain.
ment Complex in West Chicags.

MeCashy who grew up sing
ing in chureh chairs and school
musieals, sipned up last March
and persnaded Cook, whom she
had met over the Internet, to

Bea Borges, a Naperville
manther of two, came on board as
the bass guitar player After a
sparch lasting several weeks,
Chicago drummer Sharon Jaf-
fess, godmother of two and a dot-
Ing cat mom, came along o
roned st the b

“Thank God for these women,
niomve of the 18-vear-cld bovs
want to play with me,” JalTeas
=aid,

Caliing themseives Playdate,
the four women, ages 37 to &,

started practicing a lst of 10 ing

=ongs by artists such as Ehm-!
Crow, Skye Sweetnam and
Tunstall.

“Wa didn't want to pick songs
that maoms Wwould normally
sing, although we did think
abont dong & rock 'n” rall ver-
sion of ‘Rock-a-bye Haby'"

MeCarthy said,

The haned rehearses in a lilac
colored studio at Muosical Ex-
pressions and in Borges' unfin-
ishedd basement.

A rehearsal session might be
et ghort if 3 mom needs to pre-
pan,l m.pck.-, fios her Kbds' aports

:Fh.rt ‘one of the nice things
abuul plaving with other moms
is that we'ce all fexible and
understand cach other's crazy
schedules," McCarthy said,

Dhmesstie responsibllities
aside, the four women glittered
like rock stars at an October re-
hearsal. Wielding her beloved
pink paisley Fender Stratocas.
ter, Cook wore torn jeans and a
snug black Tshirt
with her stage name, Trixie

¥ WO A suq:uinul el
and star-shaped earrings as big
as Christmas tres ornaments,

By this time, Playdate had
mastered its repertoire of cover
songs, as well as some orlrinal
material, so Dugan was coach-
ing the foursome on the finer
paints af showinanship.

Lok peopie in the gy when
you sing,” he told McCarthy
“you'll establish a stronger con-
mection with the audbence.™

After seven months of practic-

McCarthy was eager to pud
Tiagan's advice into

“I can't stand to ]r-\u}t at that
purple wall anymare,” she said.
“0want 1o bk at fces

C Moy 19, she pot her chanes,
About 30 people showed up at
Bynergy [or an allages show
featuring Playdate and three

other groups. Before taking the
stage MeCarthy devised a strat-
ey bo calm er nerves 1 told
BenI'm wlnnnuu ohstage anu
pleture all her Hallowesn an
Christinas  decorations,” she
gaid, "hecruge we're used to
playing in her basement.”
That imagery must have
worked. The performance went
off without a hitch. While
MeCarthy belted outa Joan Jett

en's children, who turned ot to
be thair higgest fans,

“1 was nervous I'd be embir-
rassed, baet | thought they were
awesome,” sald Cook's daugh-
tar, Courtpey, 11,

For the members of Playdate,
the evening was not so much
about acting like rock stars as
h-smn good role models

“Aside from being fun, 1 see
this as an opportunity tosend a
positive message tomy kids — if
yaut want 10 do something, do it.
It's nerwer too late,” sakd Borges,
who took up bass just two years

o, “I've always tried to en-

my ki oty new
things, and I finally fieed lke 'm
putting my words into acthon in
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Moms and
their hard
dedication
this dream

Rock on!




